
Spear and Jackson 

incorporating the following firms who also made billhooks 

Edward Elwell, John & Isaac Fussell, John Harrison, William Hunt (Brades), Isaac Nash, 
John Riley, C.T. Skelton, Thomas Staniforth, Joseph Tyzack 

The roots of Spear & Jackson date to 1760, when drapery maker John Love decided to found a steelmaking company in 

Sheffield, England, where that country's production of steel, cutlery, and tools were becoming centered due to an 

abundance of raw materials. He was joined in the business by Alexander Spear, a wealthy merchant from the nearby town 

of Wakefield, and the new firm took the name Spear & Love.  

Over the following decades the company came to focus on producing saws, and business grew. In 1814, with the firm now 

run by Alexander Spear's nephew John Spear, an apprentice named Sam Jackson was added. Jackson proved a capable 

assistant, and in 1830 the company was renamed Spear & Jackson.  

The firm continued to produce saws and other tools throughout the 19th and into the 20th century. In 1962 the company 

acquired Brades Nash & Tyzack Industries Ltd., and in 1971 bought Spearwell Tools.  

 

 



       Eagle Edge Tool Company 

           Elwell - Dam (mill-pond) 

     Elwell – Forge c 1870 





 

Brades c 1950 

 













 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Brades, Nash, Tyzack c 1960 









 

Elwell c 1965 



 

 

Fussell c 1894 – probably produced by Nash just after they took them over 



 





 

John Harrison c 1910 (possibly earlier) 



 

Isaac Nash c 1930 





 

Spear & Jackson after 1974 


